
CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

APRIL 19,  2026

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
I will dwell in you and walk among you; and I will be your God, 

and you shall be My people.”
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“Father, Long Before Creation”	 Andrew Osenga
 
Father, long before creation 
Thou hadst chosen us in love, 
And that love so deep, so moving, 
Draws us close to Christ above. 
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us. 

         Firmly fixed in Christ alone.

Come to the temple, and learn about your God.
Cast your gaze upon the beauty of the LORD. 

Silence

Wait for the LORD;  
be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
wait for the LORD!

We believe that we shall look upon the goodness of the LORD 
in the land of the living!

Thus saith the LORD, behold, I am coming soon, 
bringing My recompense with Me,  
to repay each one for what he has done.

We shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever!
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

CALL TO 
WORSHIP

Psalm 27

 
 

LITURGY OF 
THE WORD

Psalm 27

 

 
INVOCATION

Please be seated as we gather to sing. Congregants read the bolded text aloud.
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“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”	 Madrid 
text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843
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“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”	 Nettleton 
text: Robert Robinson, 1758
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O LORD, we come to You with hearts burdened for Your light.

We confess that we have held jealousy, resentment, 
and hidden wrongs in our hearts. 
We have hurt others and then feared the consequences, 
instead of trusting Your mercy.
We also confess that we have doubted You. 
When life is uncertain, we become faithless, 
even though You are our light and our salvation.
Forgive us, LORD. 
Do not turn us away in anger, nor forsake us, or cast us off. 
Bring us back into right relationship with You.
Amen.

Silent confession 

Christian, these words are trustworthy and true–by grace, the God 
of Your salvation has not cast you off! He has not turned you away 
in anger. He has revealed the face of Christ to you. By faith, trust and 
believe in Him today. 

Even what we intended for evil, God intended for good to us. 
Come, Lord, come. Amen. 
 

 
A reading from Hebrews: A saint remembers and thus hopes for the 
substance of God’s promise.

 
 

CONFESSION  
OF SIN & PLEA  
FOR PARDON 
Genesis 50 
Psalm 27 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF 
PARDON &
INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER 
Genesis 50 
Psalm 27 
Revelation 22

NEW TESTAMENT 
READING
Hebrews 11.1-3, 22
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Hear, O Israel: 

The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ  
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of His  
Holy Spirit. 

For this promise is for us and for our children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.

Rev. Stephen Buerger

 
Mr. Rodman Ricketts and Mr. Buerger

1.		 Do you acknowledge your son’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?

2.		 Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you 
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation as you do 
for your own?

3.		 Do you now unreservedly dedicate your son to God, and promise, 
in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to 
set before him a godly example, that you will pray with and for 
him, that you will teach him the doctrines of your holy religion, 
and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to 
bring him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?

The Baptism of Thomas Michael Tarbell

PREPARATION  
FOR BAPTISM

Deuteronomy 6.4-9

Acts 2.38-39

WORDS OF 
INSTRUCTION

 SIGN OF GOD’S 
COVENANT IN 

BAPTISM
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Will you the people of New St. Peter’s pray for Thomas that this water 
will be to him the joyful sign of the Father’s gracious election, the 
covenant faithfulness of the Son, and the washing of regeneration by 
the Spirit? And will you pray that this remembered sign will stir in  
him and his parents lively Gospel faith and abundant Gospel fruit?  
Will you?

We will pray these covenant promises for the Tarbell family.

And will you pray for all our recently baptized—Simon Griffin, Ayus 
Mitra, Kadence Gercak, Lochlan McEwen, Anders Hillman, Mark 
Stejskal, and Thomas Sigler—and for yourselves, that this sacrament 
would preach to our souls the Covenant of Grace, that we are washed 
in Christ, engaged to be His, and eagerly look for His return as a 
watchful bride? Will you?

We will pray these covenant graces for our church family.

“Jesus, Let Us Come to Know You”	 Michael Card
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LITANY OF 
THANKSGIVING  

 

SHARING OF THE 
PEACE OF CHRIST 

 
TITHES & OFFERINGS

DOXOLOGY 

Children, Pre-K and Kinder, are invited to attend Worship Training.  
All children are retrieved after the sermon for Communion.

Let us thank God whom we worship here in the beauty of holiness.

For the assurance of pardon from our sins through faith in Christ,
we thank You, Lord.

For the confidence to draw near to Your throne of grace  
as daughters and sons,
we thank You, Lord.

For the beauty of the earth and the glories of the skies,  
and for Your abundant provision in all things,
we thank You, Lord.

For the safe return of our friends who went to serve in Cambodia, and 
for the good work they did serving Your kingdom,
we thank You, Lord.

For the peace we have in Christ, peace with God and with one another,
we thank You, Lord!
 
So, Church, may the peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The musicians will play for a moment before singing  
so that you can bring your tithes and offerings  

and share the peace of Christ with those around you.

“Father, Long Before Creation”	 Andrew Osenga 

Though the world may change its fashion, 
Yet our God is e’er the same; 
His compassion and His covenant 
Through all ages will remain. 

		 God’s own children, God’s own children  
Must forever praise His name.
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Genesis 50.15-26	 Rev. Alex Dean

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It 
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did 
to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression 
of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, 
please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell 
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them.

22 So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 
110 years. 23 And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation. 
The children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were counted as Joseph’s 
own. 24 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will 
visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel 
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones 
from here.” 26 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, 
and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

SERMON
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“By Faith: Joseph” 
Genesis 18.15-26

Faith for remembering your past 

Faith for remembering God’s promise 

Faith for hoping in the Substance
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I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
He descended into hell*, the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*He descended into judgment and continued in the state of the dead until the third day.

Come, let us celebrate with praise and thanksgiving the sacrament of 
the new and eternal covenant, which calls to memory the Last Supper, 
and proclaims the death and victory of the Lord, and His living presence 
through the holy mysteries of His Body and Blood, in the midst of His 
own people, to whom the Lord Himself proclaims:

“I am the living bread which comes down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever.”

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever,  
through whom we proclaim the hope of our faith:

Christ has died!  
Christ is risen!  
Christ will come again! 
 

THE TABLE

•	 Ushers will release you by rows after the 
music team has partaken

•	 Grape juice is in the outer ring of the tray 
and wine in the center 

•	 Gluten-free bread is available at each 
table

OFFERINGS

•	 Tithes and gifts can be brought to the box 
in the center of the room.

•	 Online Giving - newstpeters.org/give

PRAYER FOR FAITH

If you are not a follower of Jesus, we invite 
you to reflect on the prayer at the bottom of 
page 12, and we invite you to talk with our 
pastor if you would like to know more about 
the hope of the Good News on display at 
Christ’s Table.

THE APOSTLES’ 
CREED

WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION & 
INVITATION TO 
THE TABLE 
Adapted from  
a Brazilian 
Community  
Liturgy, 2015

 

DIRECTIONS
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“Psalm 23 (The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want)”	 Crimond 
text: Scottish Psalter, 1650
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“Grace Greater Than Our Sin” 	 Moody, text: Julia H. Johnston, c. 1910



14

“For All the Saints” 	 Christopher Miner, 1997 
William H. How, 1864
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Almighty God, eternal Father,

we have sat at Your feet,
learned from Your word,
and eaten from Your table.
We give You thanks and praise
for accepting us into Your family.
Send us out with Your blessing,
to live and to witness for You in the power of Your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead.

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
Please enjoy the fellowship of believers in the lobby or outside.

 

Good Father, open my heart and my eyes to see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, even against the darkness of my sin and suffering; and help me to draw near, 
believing that You exist and that You meet those who seek You in Christ. In my doubt, 
guide my mind. In my wandering, guide my feet and bring me ultimately home through 
Jesus, the Way. (2 Corinthians 4, Hebrews 11)

Scripture References from the ESV ©2002
Songs printed with permission, CCLI # 2521275

SCATTERING
Kenyan Reformed 
Prayer

 

 
BENEDICTION
Habakkuk 3

 
 

 
POSTLUDE

 

 

PRAYER FOR 
FAITH



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
10440 E Northwest Highway
Dallas, Texas 75238
Phone 214.438.0120   
jan.james@newstpeters.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP (Dallas Children’s Theater)
5938 Skillman Street
Dallas, Texas 75231
214.978.0110

NEWSLETTER: www.newstpeters.org/contact
ELDERS: session@newstpeters.org
DEACONS: deacons@newstpeters.org 
WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP: wlt@newstpeters.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CALENDAR
THIS WEEK

•	 Youth - Join us this Wednesday, April 22. Remember, doors open at 5 for students 
that want to hang out, and Bible study runs from 6:30-8:00. 

•	 NSP Workday - On Saturday, April 25 at 9am, we will have a church work day to 
make final preparations for construction to begin (more info soon). We will work 
on both interior and exterior. Bring any lawn tools or hand tools that you may like. 
Some of our work will include heavy lifting as we move some items into storage on 
the third floor.

•	 College Boxes - This is the last Sunday to write your notecards in the lobby! If you 
forgot your cookies, please contact Kelley Bruss, Sharissa Murray, or Arleen Ratliff.  

UPCOMING

•	 20somethings Felowship Dinner - Friday night, 4/24 at the Chambers, 6-8pm.

•	 Cambodia Team - Plan to join us next Sunday as the team shares during SOLD.

•	 VBS Registration - Now open for everyone attending (link is in Tuesday’s email).

•	 Spring Picnic/Easter Egg Hunt - save the date: May 3.

•	 Women’s Spring Fellowship - details in the Tuesday email; Evite has been sent.

Are you new to NSP? 
Scan this QR code to fill 
out a short visitor’s form.

STAFF
Alex Dean, Lead Pastor
Stephen Buerger, Associate Pastor 
Brittanie Brandenburg, Dir. of Children’s Ministry
Alex McEwen, Pastoral Intern (Youth) 
Jan James, Office Administrator

ELDERS: Brian Franklin, Jay Horne, Jeff Murray, 
Blake Phillips, Jim Pocta, Mark Ratliff,  
Rodman Ricketts, David Rice

DEACONS: Steve Adams, Steve Brown, 
Steve Chambers, Grant Clay,  
Jonathan Goetsch, Sam Hall, Ben Hillman, 
Andrew Luter, Evan Opgenorth, Jano Pretorius, 
Robert Waterman

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP TEAM: Sheryl Brown,  
Tricia Horne, Linda Pocta, Arleen Ratliff, Melanie 
Rice, Shannon Temple, Denise Walker

NEW ST.  PETER’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


